Trinity Tidings
January/February 2019
Contact: Peggy Albert (pegijo47@yahoo.com)

Christian Sympathies
Christian Sympathy is extended to the
families of:
Dorothy Schmidt upon the death of her
Father, Bill Thompson on November 23, 2018
Sandy Dunn upon the death of her Mother,
Cecelia Oxenrider, on December 5, 2018.

Thanks from the Lovett’s
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, meals and
comfort during Jack’s illness and passing. It
brought comfort and love to all of us.
Jack’s family was very impressed with the love
shared for the beloved family members.
Thank you,
The Lovett’s

Thankoffering Service
On November 18th, the Women of Trinity
led the Annual Thankoffering
Service. Thanks to all who took part in the
service.
The offering that was collected was
$313.93 and was sent to Focusing
Families.
Also, a good supply of canned goods was
collected and taken to the House of Help.

Sermons on the Web
Audio recordings of Pastor Lee’s sermons are now
available on the website under the Worship page.

Arlan’s Receipts
As a reminder Arlan’s grocery store in Waller and
Hempstead will donate a portion of your receipt
to a charity. Bring your receipt and we can
submit them for the donation. In December we
received a check for $90.51 for a previous
submission.

Congregational Meeting & Luncheon
The yearend Congregational Meeting was held on
December 9th followed by a delicious lunch in the
fellowship hall. Thanks to all who attended and
helped prepare food.

Bonworth Bake Sale
A bake sale was held outside of Bonworth and
collected $80.00. Thanks to Glynn Luetge and
the ladies who baked and helped sell items.

PASTOR'S THOUGHTS…

Memorials

Here is a short devotion that really fits the New Year:
The words of Louise Fletcher Tarkington are especially
pertinent for the start of a new year; "I wish that there
were some wonderful place called the Land of Beginning
Again."
Well, there is such a place! This is the good news of the
Christian faith. It's the great promise of the Bible. We
can be forgiven. We can make new beginnings. We can
start over. We can have a new chance. We can become
a new creation. By the miracle of God's redeeming
grace, we can have new life!

In memory of Jack Lovett: Hilda Dodd,
Tracy & Teresa Hoffart, Rick & Terry Fritz,
Tommy & Peggy Albert,
In memory of Cecilia Oxenrider: Alma &
John Wayne Nagy

We all like to make resolutions for the New Year and I
think we really try to keep them. Sometimes things
don't always turn out just right. There is one resolution
that doesn't require giving things up or any thing along
those lines (no weight loss, no exercise more, etc.) The
easiest way to for all of us to change is simply ask God to
make us a new creation. Turn that request over to him
and let him take care in creating a new you for the New
Year.

Trinity Woman
Trinity Woman held their annual
Christmas party on December 18th.

May Trinity’s one resolution for 2019 be to ask God to
help us live each day in the Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior and to be the new creation he wants us to be.
Pastor Lee

Church Council
There was no December Council Meeting

Welcome Kage Aten Cupp
Congratulations to Matt and Mandy on the birth of their son, Kage Cupp, on November
7th. He was 20” long and weighed 7 lbs. 1 oz.
Kage was welcomed home by big brother Kasyn.
Thank God for this new blessing!

Stained Glass Windows
Back when the stained glass windows were installed in the sanctuary, most of the windows were sponsored by people
in honor of family members. For some time, all of the windows except one had been sponsored and had a plaque in
place in the windowsill. Just recently, the sponsorship for this last window was completed and the plaque was
installed.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this gift for all of us to enjoy.

In Memory Glendolyn (Glen) Rosalie Motl Stepan
Glen, age 81, passed away peacefully in her sleep on Sunday morning, October 21, 2018. Glen and her twin
Gwen, were born in Tankersly, Texas on July 24, 1937 to Ladis Charles Motl and Livie Marie Divis Motl, both
of Czech decent. Glen is preceded in death by her husband, Clarence (Clip) Ben Stepan and is survived by
her daughters Melody Gai Stepan of Austin and Tammy Lynn Stepan Andrews of San Antonio, and her son
Troy Wayne Stepan of College Station. Grandchildren Grant Stepan, Savannah Gail Stepan, Zachary Billiter,
Noah Billiter and Amanda Billiter of College Station, and Benjamin Andrews and Jacob Andrews of San
Antonio. She and her four sisters and three brothers were raised outside the small town of Wall, near San
Angelo, Texas in typical depression‐era farm environment. She spent most of her adult life happily married
to her husband, raising kids and in jobs requiring accounting, organization and attention to detail. She and
her family were very active in Trinity Lutheran Church, Hempstead, during the 1970’s and 1980’s.
To those who all knew her, Glen was a very kind, generous and spiritual woman always thinking of those
around her and trying to take care of as many friends as she could, and spreading the word of Jesus Christ
her Lord. The interment of her ashes and a short service will be held at her gravesite in Bleiblerville, Texas
on a date to be determined.

Missionary Mandate
The Great Commission in Matthew 28:19‐20 has served as the church’s marching orders since the very day Jesus
ascended to heaven: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.”
The church has long understood its purpose is to make new disciples and to strengthen the disciples we already
have. Church leaders have long debated which is more important: making new disciples (mission) or
strengthening the faith of disciples (maturity). Most pastors, if forced to choose, I believe fall on the side of
maturity even though they believe mission (making new disciples) is also important.
But what if there was a way the church could more effectively do both? This is the final article in a five‐part
series on increasing effectiveness in developing disciples by making small shifts in our behavior, based on Daniel
Im’s book No Silver Bullets: Five Small Shifts That Will Transform Your Ministry.
The fifth shift Im highlights in his book is to move from maturity to missionary. Before you start throwing darts,
hear this out: Im is not suggesting maturity is in any way unimportant. In fact, what the author is advocating for
is a form of discipleship that results in both mission and maturity. Im writes: “In my experience pastoring,
leading, and consulting with churches, I’ve discovered that when you focus on developingmature disciples, you
do not necessarily find yourself with an army of missionaries. However, when you focus on
developing missionary disciples, you will always getmature disciples.”
The author is not advocating that everyone become a pastor or an overseas missionary, but that the local
congregation develops a culture of vocation to make disciples as they go about their everyday lives: “In other
words, every plumber, poet, and police officer in your church has the same vocation—to go and make disciples.
This is our missionary mandate as the church!”
I believe the author is spot‐on. What does your local congregation perhaps need to shift to increase the
missionary culture? What changes need to be made to help followers of Jesus identify their primary vocation in
mission? How do we equip and send disciples into the harvest to be and make disciples? I am convinced that as
we equip disciples for mission, we will also always be developing mature disciples of Jesus.

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District. Residing in Georgetown,
Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or
comments: 512‐942‐7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas

Maintenance Report
New for early 2019, and approved at the Congregational Meeting in December, is upgrading the Narthex.
It will be given a complete facelift. We will be replacing the front doors, adding tile to the front porch,
tiling the Narthex floor, removing the popcorn texture, painting the ceiling and walls, and adding lighting.
The approximate cost is $8,500. As always, this may wind up slightly over or under this amount. The
labor for this project will be donated or will be at cost by Ewing Builders.
Once we have received funding for at least half the estimated price, Ewing Builders, along with their
contractors, will begin the project. We are already off to a good start – before we left church that day, we
had commitments for $3,000 and we have received at least $1,600 in addition to that. Please donate to the
Narthex Project by adding to your offering or making a separate donation and designating the amount to
the Narthex Project.
We will be removing the shrubs in the front as the beds are higher than the porch. In the future, we will
add new beds with lower growing plants.
The maintenance budget for 2019 is $10,000. We will continue to repair items on an ‘as-needed’ basis with
most of the labor again being free. Upcoming projects are to repair and paint the storage building, replace
back double-entry doors, repair and paint outside of church, update fellowship hall and kitchen lighting,
along with routine items.
Tommy Albert
Property Chairman

The Gathering
A Celebration of Veteran’s and First Responders

The Gathering was held on November 11. Although it was a wet rainy day, the church was ringed with U.S. flags to
welcome the attendees with plenty of warmth and celebration in the Fellowship Hall. We had approximately 25
Veteran’s and First Responders along with members of their families. Pastor gave a great talk and prayer to honor them.
After we ate and Pastor’s talk, we all moved to the Bell Tower where each of them were announced and came forward
to ring the bell. It was an awesome and emotional day.

Thanks to Pastor Lee and all those who helped organize the event including, cooking and baking desserts. Special thanks
to Betty and John Stahman who donated and cooked the Bar‐B‐Que.
Shirts were given to all the Vets and 1st Responders and we also have additional shirts available for $10 if anyone is
interested.

Flags drying out after the day ended

